MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

they reduce to the minimum the power of the imam to dis-
burse the sakat according to his own discretion. For in-
stance, they do not allow an arbitrary exclusion of indi-
vidual beneficiaries or classes of beneficiaries, nor do
they allow the transfer of zakat from one locality to an-
other. The Malikites, unlike the Shafiites, give the imam
in this respect considerable power, more in fact than the
Hanifites. The amount which may be given to a bene-
ficiary, according to both the Shafiites and the Malikites, is
far less arbitrary than is the case with the Hanifites, and
makes proper allowance for the peculiar circumstances of
each case.

Of the secular revenue, the fifth levied on mines and
treasure-trove hardly deserves discussion beyond the state-
ment that mines and, in so far as it was not buried by Mos-
lems, also treasure-trove, are considered a case of spoils of
war, the fiction being that like the spoils of war they were
originally the property of the infidels and became Moslem
property by conquest. They are therefore treated like
spoils of war.

The jisyah is a poll-tax levied on the male non-Moslem
subjects of the Moslem state for their humiliation and as
payment for the security of life and property which they
enjoy; also, as the monetary equivalent of the military
service which they owe the Moslem state, but for which
their unbelief renders them unfit. Its rate varies according
to the financial capacity of the tax payer. The tax is levied
on such persons only as may lawfully be killed in war,
namely, on persons other than women, children, and monks
retired from the world, and it is abrogated upon their con-
version to Islam.

Finally, the kharaj is a tax on land in proportion to its
produce or fixed according to its area. The kharaj is levied
on the so-called kharaj lands, and this is true even when